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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


= 


OF 'THE 


SELECT COMMITTEE 


TO WHOM WAS REFERRED, 
RESOLUTIONS No. 120 and 123, ASSEMBLY, 


DIRECTING INQUIRY INTO THE. OFFICIAL CONDUCT OF 


WM. C. WEBB. F: 


AssemBLy Coamper, March Ist, 1888, 


Comniittee met; all present. 

On motion of Mr. Bracken, the chairman was directed to 
cause O; C. Howe to be subposnaed as a witness before the 
committee, 

24 o’clock,: P. M. 

Adjourned to meet at 7 o’clock P. M. 

Committee met pursuant to adjournment; all Seat 

. On motion of Ms Bracken, the chairman was directed: to 
cause E, P. Perry-to be.:subpeenaed as.a witness berora: the 
committee. 

Adjourned to:meet in the- Assembly Chamber at 9-’elock 
AM.. to-morrow morning. : 


CommiTrEex Room, Tuesday, March 2d, 1858, 


Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

M. Sellers, being duly sworn, says, was enrolling clerk of 
the Assembly, and testified generally. The committee ex. 
pressing the opinion that the evidence need not betaken down 
in writing, 

Mr. S. Northrup, member of Assembly, sworn and testified 

Mr. Bracken moved that a partial report be made to the 
Assembly, recommending the discharge of Mr, Webb: from 
serving on any of the committees. 

Committee adjourned to meet at the call of the chairman. 


Committe Room, March 3, 1858. 


Committee met at call of chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Bracken, the chairman was directed to 
cause William C. Webb to appear and testify before the com- 
mittee. But the matter was dropped, and Mr. McKibbin was 
deputised to request the attendance of Mr. Webb before the 
committee, for the purpose of testifying. : 

Mr. Webb appeared, and was sworn by the lle and 
testified as follows: 

This bill (the bill which was altered) was.reported - the 
committee on legislative expenditures, when sent up to the 
desk I think it called for $157 50. At some time and before 
the bill finally left my hands, and I think before the bill 
passed the Assembly, (and in that I may be mistaken,) I 
called the attention of the chairman of the committee on ' 
legislative expenditures to the omission of inserting the words 
sections 1 and 2, and in conversation with him talked about 
increasing the appropriation to $187 50. There had’ been 
considerable talk between Mr. Howe and myself before this, 
about bills, fixing certain sums for extra services to niyself 
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and clerks, a bill had been introduced in regard to the As- 
sembly clerks alone which gave me $100, which the com- 
mittee objected to reporting favorably, and among the rea- 
sons urged was, that it only. related to the Assembly clerks, 
and did not include the recording clerk, and that it would 
look like partiality to report such sums to some of the clerks 
and nothing to others. Mr. Howe had frequently said that he 
was willing I should receive a liberal compensation, but that 
he did not wish to be extravagant, and, on principle, he was 
opposed to extra compensation. He told me that their com- 
mittee would report a bill giving extra compensation to the 
clerks of the two, Houses, but that the committee was not 
willing to put the extra compensation of the chief clerks over 
$75, with this general understanding between him and me at ' 
the time I suggested to him these corrections by inserting the 
numbers of the sections in the bill. I spoke abont changing 
this sum. Mr. Howe said to me then, as he said before, that 
individually he would be willing that I should have $100 ex- 
tra compensation, and from the general talk that I had with 
him in regard to the matter of extra compensation, and to this 
bill, I supposed he was willing that it should be raised to the 
amount of $187 50, and that as between Perry and myself I 
should have the benefit of it. The time this change was made 
I cannot state positively any nearer than I have previously — 
stated. Before the bill was introduced, I think Mr. Perry left 
for home, and left with me a written order on the treasury for 
any money that might be appropriated to him. ` After the le- 
gislature adjourned I applied to the Secretary of State to audit - 
the appropriation for Mr. Perry, which was done, but the treas- 
urer refused to pay, assigning his reason that there was no 
funds, I obtained from the treasurer a blank receipt, which I 
signed, and to which I attached Mr. Perry’s order, and left 
them with Mr, Thomas, of the State Bank, requesting him to 
draw the money from the treasury so soon as he could, and 
to send me two drafts, one of $155 or $156, and the other of 
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#30. Some time after I got home I 1eceived two drafts from 
Thomas, one of $750 and the other of $35 or $36. The $150 
draft I sent Mr. Perry, in a letter, saying to him that there 
was a balance due him which I- would pay him as soon as I 
saw him. I saw him afterwards at Waupaca, and told him of 
the amount that was intended for him, and offered to him the 
other $7 50, and he declined to take it, saying that he was 
satisfied with what he had received. 
Committee adjourned to meet at the call of the chairman. 


March 4th, 1858. 


Committee met at 12 M. 

All present except Robinson.. 

Mr. Webb, on being further examined on oath by the.com- 
mittee; testified as follows: 

My first impression was, that this bill was altered: before:it 
passed either house, but after examining the Senate journal I 
was, and have since, been in great doubt whether it was done 
before or after its passage. 

The following testimony was taken upon. motion of. Mr. 
Griswold : | ‘ 

Question by the committee.—Please make a brief statement 
in regard to changing the bill during the present session of the 
legislature ? 

Answer.—I heard. the testimony given before the committee 
the other day, by Mr. Sellers and Mr. Northrup, and their 
statements in regard to that matter were substantially cot- 
rect. E had no. interest, object, or motive, other than to serve 
Mr: Northrup, a-fellow member, in a friendly way, and ima 
matter which was'to my mind of:no great importance: The 
billj:as changed by: me, was-subsequently introduced and‘be- 
came a law. Atthe time of its introduction I stated; upora 
motion to suspend the rales /to ‘put this bill upon: its passage, 
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the facts as they- appear before the.committee,:so,far as- they 
relate to the propriety and necessity of a new bill.. 
W.: C. WEBB. 
The above testimony was reduced to writing by the under- 


signed. 
WM. GRISWOLD, Clerk. 


STATE or WISCONSIN, ss 
County of Dane. , 


I hereby certify that the above and foregoing is the testi- 
mony of W. C. Webb, given on oath, administered by me on 
‘the 4th, and subscribed to on this 9th day of March, 1858, 
SAMUEL COLLINS, _ 
Ch’n of Com. of Inquiry. 


:M. Sellers, being duly sworn, deposes and says that-he is, 
and has been the Enrolling Clerk of the Assembly for - the 
present legislature ; and that on or about the seventh day of 
February, 1858, the Chief Clerk of the Assembly, sent down 
a bill to be enrolled. The title of said bill, as far as he ean re- 
collect, was, “An act to authorize the collection of a delinquent 
school tax in the town of-Dellona, in the county of Sauk.” 

The said bill was enrolled, and returned to the Chief Clerk. 
And in about a day or so after, Mr. Webb, as chairman of en- 
tolled. bills, sent down another bill, with the back of the first 
bill, as it passed both houses, pasted on the outside of the bill, 
and a- request in writing,signed by Mr. Webb, thathe-wished 
said Sellers to enroll this bill over again for: him. -Ahd upon 
examination, said Sellers'refused:to enroll said bill, and te- 
turned ithe.said. bill and communication to the Chief Clerk of 
the Assembly; and notified Mr. Webb of the fact, and stated 
that he could not enroll . said bill, as he was satisfied it had 
never passed the present legislature. 

Subscribed and sworn to, this 9th:day of March, A. D. 1858 


M. SELLERS. 


# 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing is the testimony of M, 
Sellers, given on oath, administered by me on the 9th day 
of March, A. D. 1858. 

SAMUEL COLLINS, 
Ch’n of Com. of Inquiry. 


March 9th, 1858. 


The select committee, to whom was recommitted the mat- 
ter of the charges, evidencé and papers relating to the conduct 
of William C. Webb, met, pursuant to agreement, at 2 o’clock, 
P. M., March 9th. 

It was decided by said committee, that the evidence taken 
before them be reduced to writing; and such as had pre- 
viously been taken, be subscribed to by the party giving the 
same. 

Committee voted to adjourn till 7 o’clock, P. M., 11th inst. 

Mr. Webb appeared, and subscribad his testimony. 

Mr. Sellers furnished a copy of his testimony duly verified. 

Committee adjourned. 

S COLLINS, Ch’n & Clerk. - 


. Thursday Evening, 7 o’clock, March 11, 1858. 


Committee met, at a call of chairman, in U.S. Block, and 
took testimony of O. C. Howe. 
Adjourned to meet at a call of chairman. ; 
S. COLLINS. 
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0. C. Howe, sworn, testified as follows: 

Q.—Were you a member of the Assembly in the year 
1857 ? 

A.—I was. 


é 

Q— Were you 'chairman of the committee on legislative ex- 
penditures in that year: ? 

A-—I was. 

Q.—Do you know who rae bill naked No. 550 A, enti- 
tled “a. bill to appropriate to E. P. Perry a certain sum of 
money,” herewith shown you? If yea, state who drew it? 

A.—I drew the bill myself. 

Q.—Is the bill herewith shown you, the same as when 
drawn by ‘yourself? If not,-state wherein it differs ? 

A.—It is not as I Grew it, it has been altered. I think the 
billihas been sectioned.since I reported it; and in ‘the first 
section the word * eighty” nas been substituted for the word 
“fifty,” by erasing the letters “ fif”? and writing in their place 
the letters “ eigh.” Also, at the end of section one, has been 
added the words,“ as a.member of Assembly from the county 
@ Waupaca.” 

Q.—Do.yon know who made these alterations ? 

A.—I do not. 

Q—Were you ever consulted by any one with regard to 
those alterations, or either of them, previous to their being 
made? l 

A.—I never was consulted with regard to those alterations. 

‘Q:—Did you ever intimate to any one the eo of ar 
ing the billin question? ` 

‘A.—T never did. 

` Q.—Did Mr. William C. Webb RN you with reference 
to réporting a bill appropriating one hundred. collars ag: extra 
compensation to him; as Chief Clerk? 

A.—There was a bill before our. committee allowing the 
clerks extra compensation. While it was‘under consideration 
by the committee I think Mr. Webb spoke to me about it, atid 
my recollection is,.T told-hiin I was opposed to all-extra coin- 
pensation,’ but that the committee had‘about -agreed to report 
favorable to allowing the clerks extra compensation. There 
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were two bills before us—one >for the :Assembly clerks—ghe 
other for the Senate and Assembly clerks; the amounts:origi.., 
nally were: in first bill, one hundred dollars for the.-chief 
clerk, and in the other bill seventy: five:dollars for each: of the 
chief clerks; this latter amount was agreed upon by the coim- 
mittée to report. Mr. Webb and I had a conversation about 
this matter, and I told him the committee would not consent 
to give him one hundred dollars; but that they had agreed 
that I should report it at seventy five dollars. Mr. Webbere- 
marked it. was not as much as previously allowed chief clerks, 
and.:I replied in effect that the reading clerk was an extra as- 
sistant. .Mr. Webb expressed himself somewhat dissatisfied, 
- but Ido not remember the exact language used 

Q.—Do you-remember. hearing the bill, making the appro- 
priation to.Mr, Perry, read at length in the Assembly, andoif 
so, what was the amount so read ? 

A.—I heard the bill read on the second reading, and think 
I did on the third. My recollection as to the amount is, that 
it was between one hundred and fifty and one hundréd.and 
sixty dollars. When I heard it read, it was at that amount. . 


Cross-examined by Mr. Webb: 


‘Q,—Do you not remember that after this bill was reported’ 
I called your attention to the omissions of numbering the ec- 
tions and specifying the district represented by Mr. Philips ? 

A.—It may be so, but I do not: recollect it. I recollect of 
Mr. Webb’s coming to me with one or two resolutions during . 
the winter to have some phraseology in them altered, but.do 
not recollect his having anything to do with this bill. 

‘:Q.—Do you not-recollect of.our having frequent conversa- 
tions with regard to extra, pay of clerks ? 

A,—We talked. about it.seyeral times, I think, but PEN tes, 
member anything definite when: we talked about it; but:atene: 
time. 
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Q—Do-you :not renibmber ‘saying that, individwally,yéu 
were willitigothat@lishouldihave ailiberal compensation, :and ` 
that you would have no enjectons toigiving: wie-one. hunidréd 
dollars as extraipay? ` 

A.--My.-xecalleétion: is, that I was willing that the clerks 
should have a liberal compensation, but I don’t recollect of 
one hundred dollars extra compensation being mentioned, 
as the sum I individually would allow him. 

Q—May you not be mistaken in saying you never were 
consulted with regard to the alterations in the bill? 


A.—I might possibly be mistaken with regard to some, but 


to others, F could not be; but my best recollection is, I never 
was consulted with regard to the bill at all by Mr. Webb. `I 
cannot connect, in my mind, Mr. Webb with that bill in any 
particular, 

Question by the committee—With reference to which of 
these alterations might you possibly be mistaken, and to 
which could you not be? . 

A.—I might be mistaken with regard to the sectioning, and 
the addition at the end of the first section, but I think I could 
not Le mistaken as to the alteration of the amount. 


0. C- HOWE. 


‘Subseribed and sworn before the committee on this 11th 
day of “March, 1858. 


SAMUEL COLLINS, Ch’n of Com. of Ing, 


.,March,12th,. 1858. 


Committee met at 2 o’clock. 
“Moved and ‘carried, that? Mr. Webb be allowed to testify 
again in the mattér, so ‘far as‘his testimony ‘did not go tothe 
matters sworn to by Mr. Howe. s 
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Moved by James B. Gray, that Mr. Webb be allowed to tès- 
tify in full to the whole subject matter of this ARERO ; 
Which motion was lost. . 
Committee adjourned to meet at call of chairman. 
S. COLLINS, Ch’n. 


March 18th, 1858. 


Committee met. 

- Chairman read a copy of report, whith, with preamble apd 

resolution, was ordered to be reported to the house to-day. 
Adjourned. 


rd 


S. COLLINS, Chin: 


ke 
Mapison, March 8, 1858. 


To Hon. F. S. Loven, Speaker, ge. T 


I herewith enclose my resignation as a member of the Às- 
sembly. In cemmunicating this to you, and to the body over 
whom you preside, I desire to say, that, while I acquit the 
committee charged with the investigation of my conduct, of 
‘hostility or partiality, I feel that the report submitted by them 
to the Assembly does me great injustice. I deny most ex- 
plicitly that I have been guilty of willful or intentional mis- 
conduct ‘in any of the matters preferred against me. In the 
present state of feverish excitement upon the subject, it is not 
necessary to enter upon an explanation or defense; these I 
leave to a future period, when truer justice may be done to 
my motives. 

The committee and the -Assembly,. I feel assured, will do me 
the justice to concede that I have interposed no -obstagles. 0, 
the investigation, but have on all dccasions sought an. early, 
determination of the matter. That action having been delayed, 
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contrary to my wishes, and against my judgment, and having 
becomė convinced that my usefulness as a member is for the 
present wholly destroyed; and as I cannot consent to occupy 
a position in which I can do no good, I have’ deemed it my 
duty to resign. 
I remain, very respectfully, 
Yours, &c. 
W. C. WEBB. 
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An act to authorize the collection of delinquent school tax 
in the town of Dellona, in the county of Sauk. 


The people of ihe State of Wisconsin represented in Senate 
and Assembly do enact as follows: 


Section 1. That John Weideman, treasurer of said town of 
Dellona, or his successors in office, be and he hereby is autho- 
rized and required to collect from the following described 
piece or tracts of land, to wit: sections sixteen, seventeen and 
eighteen, and south half ‘of section seven and eight, and the 
south west quarter and the south half of the south east quar- 


ter of section nine, in the township No. 12, north of range 5 


east. The district school tax charged against said lands upon 
the general assessment roll of said town for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty six, remaining uncollected. 

Section 2. The said treasurer, before proceeding to the col- 
lection of said taxes, shall be required to give the usual bond 
required to be given by town treasurers. 

Section 3. That the said treasurer shall be required, within 
thirty days after having received his warrant, to collect said 
tax and: pay over the:same to the proper officers of the school 
district entitled to receive the same, and make return of de- 
linquent tax to the county: treasurer. 

Section 4. ‘This act shat take effect and be in force from 
and ‘after its passage. 


My 
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The above and foregoing is a true copy of ‘the bill :that-had. 
passed both houses and been enrolled, and for which another 
bill. was substituted and sent to Mr. Sellers to be-enrolled. ` 

‘March 16th, 1858. 

S. COLLINS, Ch’n of Com. of Ing, 


A bill to appropriate to E. P. Perry a certain sum of money. 


The people of the State of Wisconsin, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Section 1. There is hereby appropriated to E. P. Perry the 
sum of one hundred and eighty seven 50-100 dollars, out of 
any money in the state treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
as his per diem and mileage in contesting the seat occupied 
by B. F. Philips as a member of the Assembly from the 
county of Waupaca. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage. 

I certify that the above is a true copy of the bill, obtained 
from the files in the office of the Secretary of State, and now 
before the committee 

Madison, March 12th, 1858. 


SAMUEL COLLINS, Ch’n of Com. of Ing. 


A bill for an Act to authorize the collection of a-delinquent 
school tax in the town of Dellona, in the county of Sauk. 


The people of the State of Wisconsin represented in Senate 
.and Assembly do enact as follows: 


‘Section 1 That John Weideman, :treasurer.of. the town,of 
Dellona, ‘in the county of Sauk, be and he is hereby autho- 
rized. and required to collect from the persons against whem 
the following described pieces or tracts of land, or any..subdi- 
vision or subdivisions thereof, were assessed;in;thejyear 188g, 


13 


to wit, Sections sixteen, seventeen and eighteen ; the south half 
of sections seven and-eight’;:the south west-quarter of sections 
nine; and the south-half-of the south east quarter of section 
nine, in township number twelve, north of range number. five 
east, the schoot district tax‘ caleulated and apportioned upon 
said lands and every subdivision thereof, on the general’ as- 
sessment rol] of said town for'ihat year, or such:part or parts 
of said school district tax as now remain unpaid, 


Section 2. The said treasurer, before proceeding to the col- 
lection of said taxes,.shall: execute a-bond to the chairman of 
supervisors of his town for the use of the school district where- 
in said lands are situate, in at least double the amoint-of said 
delinquent taxes,-conditioned, for the faithful -performance of 
the duties required of him: by this act. 


Sevtion 3. The town clerk of said town of Dellona is here- 
by authorizedsand required forthwith to make out a transcript 
of so much of the assessment roll for said town, for the year 
1856, asvembraces;the land: hereinbefore deseribed, andthe 
names‘ of‘ the persons tq: whom: the same ;wéfe: assessed; thè 
valuation thereof, ang the:taxes calculated and-apportioned:on 
the same, and to annex thereto a warrant;:.in the:usual-form, 
forthe cellettion, thèregfy and deliver the same to the treasurer 
aforesaid, on the first day of March next; upon receiving said | 
list and warrant the said treasurer shall proceed to collect said 
taxes, and he is hereby authorized to levy the same by dis- 
tress and sale of the goods and chattels of the persons charged 
therewith, as provided by existing laws, and his said warrant 
and tax list, with a list of delinquent taxes, and the lands on 
which the same were apportioned, the said treasurer shall re- 
turn to the county treasurer on the first Monday of April next, 
in the manner now provided by law, and immediately there- 
after pay over to the treasurer of the school district aforesaid, 
so much of said school district tax as he shall have col- 
lected. i 
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Section 4. The county treasurer of Sauk county shall ad- 
vertise and sell the lands so returned with delinquent taxes 
thereon, on the second Tuesday of September next, in the 
manner provided by law. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect and be in force imme- 
diately after its passage, 

I certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the bill sub- 
stituted by Mr. Webb for the one enrolled. 

Madison, March 13th, 1858. 


SAMUEL COLLINS, Ch’n, 


Y 
Mr. SELLERS: 


Will you please enroll this bill over again, and oblige, - 
Yours, &c., 
W. © WEBB, 
Of Com. on Enrolled Bills. 


The above is the request sent by Mr. Webb to Mr, Sellers 
to enroll the bill by him substituted for the one “that had 
passed both houses and been enrolled.” 

March 16th, 1858. . 4 

S. COLLINS, Ch’n of Com. of Ing 


